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ST PATRICK’S PRIMARY SCHOOL LITHGOW 

~ P A T R O L ~ 

“Never see a need without trying to do something about it.” 
 

 

  

CNR. MORT & LITHGOW STREET 
LITHGOW   NSW  2790 
PO BOX 3026 
 

PRINCIPAL:  MRS RENAE DUNLEAVY 
PHONE:  6351 3719/ 6351 2076 

FAX:  6353 1731 
EMAIL:  stpatslithgow@bth.catholic.edu.au 

WEBSITE:  stpatslithgow.catholic.edu.au 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

What an incredibly special NAIDOC Week we have had here at St Pat’s.  The students have experienced a 
variety of engaging activities and stories throughout the week to celebrate the beautifully rich culture of the 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people.  We are truly blessed to be able to share in this culture and its 
traditions here at our school and are always deeply respectful of the intricate story of our land’s traditional 
custodians.  To learn about and genuinely acknowledge the history of our Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander brothers and sisters is so important and moving into the future in a positive way is a responsibility 
that lies with us all.  Our children are our best assets in creating a productive and peaceful future and I am 
so proud of all of the children here at St Pat’s, and the ways in which they are welcoming, accepting and 
understanding of everyone they meet.  What a great community we have! 
 
Our Aboriginal Education Worker, Mrs Dale Dean has worked incredibly hard over the last few weeks in 
preparing all of the NAIDOC Week activities I and thank her on behalf of staff, students and families for 
her incredible efforts.  Thanks also to Ms Hart who has provided wonderful support and guidance to Mrs 
Dean in preparing for NAIDOC Week.  Our NAIDOC Mass on Thursday was a beautiful celebration and it 
was wonderful to see so many families there.  Thank you to Miss Toole, Miss Hart and Mrs Dean for 
preparing this lovely celebration. 
 
Mrs Marshall and I attended a Professional Learning session with Dylan Wiliam on Monday and this 
learning will feed into the Professional Learning sessions that the staff have started this week.  The teachers 
will participate in weekly workshops for the remainder of the term.  The workshops will focus on enhancing 
student engagement through formative assessment and differentiation.  This week the teachers looked at 
how we can identify different levels of student engagement in the classroom, as well as how we can 
implement routines and strategies across the school and within classrooms to enhance student engagement.  
As part of this Student Engagement Project Mrs Marshall and I have been going into classrooms to talk to 
students about learning and how they learn best.   We have been delivering questionnaires to the students 
to find out from them how they are going with their learning, what is and isn’t working well for them, what 
helps them learn and what the teacher needs to know about them as a learner.   This information will be 
used to guide us as a staff in moving forward with a focus on improving student learning outcomes.  
 
Sarah McDonagh delivered a workshop to the staff on Wednesday focusing on reading instruction.  Sarah 
analysed the current DIBELS data for each class and pinpointed areas for improvement.  Sarah then gave 
examples of explicit teaching strategies to address issues and also discussed enhancing student 
engagement.  Sarah will be back in Week 8 to work with teachers in classrooms on teaching practice.  We 
thank Sarah for providing us with such inspirational Professional Learning and for continuing to support us in 
our aim of improving student learning outcomes in the area of Reading.   
 
The P&F have been busy this week organising the Fathers’ Day Stall and I thank all of the parents who gave 
of their time this week to set up and run the stall, especially our P&F President Erin Moloney.  Our Fathers’ 
Day Craft Afternoon was also a huge success – thank you mums for coming in!  The P& F will also be 
supporting our school in running a ‘Touch of Pink’ day on 16th September where we will be raising funds for 
the McGrath Foundation and Sheather Family.  More information will be sent out about this from next week. 
 

I wish all of the wonderful St Pat’s dads a very happy Fathers’ Day for Sunday 
and thank them for the amazing job they all do! 

Mrs Renae Dunleavy 

 

 

 

DIARY DATES 

Wednesday 4th – Friday 6th September 2019 
Year 6 Canberra Excursion 

 
Friday 6th September 2019 

Father’s Day Breakfast 
 

Friday 13th September 2019 
Soccer Gala Day 

 
Sunday 15th September 2019 

First Eucharist 
 

Monday 16th September 2019 
‘Touch of Pink’ Day 

Kinder 2020 Parent Meeting – 6pm 
 

Wednesday 18th September 2019 
P&F Meeting – 7pm 

 
Wednesday 25th September 2019 

Year 3 Excursion 
 

Friday 27th September 2019 
 Footy Colours Day 

  

 
 

 

 

         FROM THE REC 

Monday Morning Prayer:  Thank you to Miss Farrugia, Mrs Stoneley and Year 5 for a very special 
Morning Prayer this week which began our NAIDOC Week celebrations. Please join with Year 6 on 
Monday 2nd September (Week 7) at 9am, as they lead our morning prayer for the week 

First Eucharist Preparation Groups:  Preparation Groups continue this weekend before Mass. If you 
have not enrolled your child and wish for them to make this Sacrament, please contact Miss Toole ASAP. 

NAIDOC Week:  What a beautiful week we have had celebrating NAIDOC Week. A big thank you to Mrs 
Dean and Ms Hart for their wonderful organisation of this week and for their preparation for our lovely 
Whole School Mass yesterday. Thank you to Miss Farrugia and the school choir for the amazing music 
during yesterday’s service that celebrated Christian Unity in our country.  
 Miss Cassie Toole 

LIBRARY NEWS 
What a wonderful time we had 

celebrating Book Week last week. We 

sold over $5500 worth of books which 

entitles us to $2200 in Scholastic 

Rewards that can be used over the next 

12 months. We also had $300 worth of 

books donated from some very generous 

families. That's a huge amount of books 

and resources that can be added to our 

school library and classrooms. Thank you 

to the whole school community for your 

support and participation in our Book 

Week events. Mrs Angela Best 
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WE THE ST PATRICK’S SCHOOL COMMUNITY ACKNOWLEDGE THE WIRADJURI PEOPLE THE 
 ORIGINAL CARETAKERS OF THE LAND ON WHICH OUR SCHOOL IS BUILT. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AP REPORT 
School Wide Positive Behaviours for Learning:    

Congratulations to the following students who received ‘BEEn spotted’ awards for being safe this week. 

Kinder Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Nicolas 

Liam 

Jolin 

Tyler 

Arden 

Hannah 

Noah 

Sienna 

Emerson  

Azalia  

Gabby  

Ruby  

Franco 

Anabelle 

Kaedynce 

Keenan 

Elka  

James 

Isabelle  

Lincoln  

Kaleb 

Noah 

Hayden 

Josie 

 

 Week 7 focus is:                        

 BE RESPONSIBLE: I am responsible when I accept ownership for my actions.  

Staff Carpark: The carpark at the back of the school is to be used by school staff only. Please do not 

drive into this car park to drop your children off in the morning or pick up in the afternoon. It is very 

dangerous to have a lot of cars in this small area at these busy times of the day. 

ICAS Testing: Those students who nominated to participate in the ICAS testing for this year will begin 

next week. The first test is Digital Technologies followed by Science. The students will be called out of 

class for the period of the test on these days. 

Legacy:    Our Year 5 students have kindly volunteered to sell items next week to support Legacy 2019. 

The items available to purchase are: Badges $2 and $5 and  wrist bands $3. We thank you in advance 

for your support of this worthy cause. 

From our students: This week Mrs Dunleavy and myself have been spending time with each class to 

talk to the students about their learning. We have thoroughly enjoyed our time and have been blown 

away by the insightful comments we have received from even the youngest of our students about how 

they learn best. Here are just a few responses: 

“I learn best when I can work it out in my head.: 

“I learn best when I am quiet and focused.” 

“The things that help me learn best are for some areas using computers and for other areas writing 

things down.” 

“Quizzes help me concentrate in the morning.” 

“I learn best when there is no one around to distract me. I really like the hard work.”                                                 
        Mrs Lyndal Marshall 

 

 

 

 

MASS TIMES 
SATURDAY VIGIL 

ST PATRICK’S 
5pm -  (April – September) 
6pm - (October – March) 

SUNDAY 
ST PATRICK’S 

10am 
Children’s Liturgy is held during school 

term. 

ALTAR SERVERS 

FOR THIS WEEK: 

ST PATRICK’S VIGIL 
Jasmin Pyne, Matthew Stoneley 
SUNDAY 
Jed Simcoe, Jai Simcoe, Annika Della Bosca, 
Imogen Della Bosca 
Sunday Mass is also available at St Vincent’s 
Portland and Sacred Heart Church Wallerawang.  
For more details see the Lithgow Parish website 
and the Portland Parish website. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

CANTEEN ROSTER 

Week 7 - Term 4  
Wednesday:  J. Crane 
Thursday:  J. Kable 
Friday:  K. Brown, C. Wong 
 
 
 
 
 

 
HUNTER PENDER – 3M 

For being extremely brave 

after an accident on the 

playground. 

BEAU REYNOLDS - KO 

For having beautiful 

manners and always 

smiling. 

 
 

 

EISTEDDFOD DATES 

Eisteddfod dates for Week 8 are as follows:- 
Monday 9th September - 1pm session – 

String Ensemble 
Tuesday 10th September – 1pm session –  

St Pats/La Salle Combined Choir  
Wednesday 11th September – 10am session 

– Year 2, 1pm – Senior Choir 
Friday 13th September – 10am session – 

Kinder percussion, Year 1 percussion  
Please note entry fee for audience is  

Adults - $7 & Concession - $5 
(Payable at BMEC – Eftpos available) 

 

 

 

CANTEEN NEWS 
A big thank you to everyone who 

baked and served and cleaned last 

week for our Book Week Shared 

Morning Tea. A great day had by all! 

 

PADDY’S PLAYGROUP 

We had a wonderful morning finishing 
our jungle wall which looks fantastic!  

This week at Playgroup we also 
painted boomerangs for Naidoc Week  

 

IMPORTANT ALERTS! 
Attendance:  Please be mindful of your child's attendance record at school.  The school is legally 
required to begin following-up on absences starting at 5-10 days.  As a school our student 
attendance percentages overall have fallen and we have been alerted by the CEDB that this needs 
to improve.  We are also seeing a high percentage of partial absences and a lot of children arriving 
late to school.  Starting next week we will be looking at different ways in which we can improve 
student attendance at the school level.  At the parental level we encourage you to: 
*  Make medical and dental appointments outside of school hours 
*  Establish good routines at home to ensure that your child is getting to school on time 
* Make an appointment with your child's teacher or Mrs Dunleavy if you are having issues in getting 
your child to school so that we can work together on a solution 
 
Uniform:  At St Pat's we take particular pride in our uniform and upholding this high standard is 
important to us.  Please ensure that your child is always in the correct school uniform - this 
includes hair accessories.  If, for some reason, your child is not in the correct school uniform, you 
should inform your child's teacher of the reason in writing. 
 
Playground Equipment after school hours:  Please note that no children are permitted to use 
any of the playground equipment outside of school hours. 
 

P & F THANK YOU 
Thank you to Erin Moloney, Laura Collins, Krysten Hutchison, Renae Dunleavy, Maya Wilkinson, 
Doreen Ryan, Rachael Green, Jenna Simpson, Suzy Morris, & Rachael Hutchison for helping set up 
and run the Father’s Day Stall.  We hope all the dads have a wonderful Father’s Day and enjoy their 

lovely gifts.    

 

 

FATHER’S DAY 
BREAKFAST 

Friday 6
th

 September 
From 8am to 9am 

 Notes have been sent home with 
students today.  For catering purposes 

please return form to the school by 
Wednesday 4

th
 September 

 


