
 
 
Term 4                                                                          VOLUME  8                                         4th December, 2020 

  
ST PATRICK’S PRIMARY SCHOOL LITHGOW 

~ P A T R O L ~ 

“Never see a need without trying to do something about it.” 
 

 

  

FROM THE LEADERSHIP TEAM 

At our Prizegiving Ceremony yesterday, we reflected on 2020 - a year of  
cancellations, lockdowns, isolation, sanitisation - a year of learning how to live differently - a year that has 
challenged us like no other.  But 2020 has also been a year of persistence, a year of innovation and a year 
of resilience and I could not be more proud of all that we as a school community have achieved, despite 
the obstacles that have been thrown our way.  
As difficult as it was dealing with all that COVID-19 brought with it, our Leadership Team remained staunch 
in our commitment to ensuring our students and their learning remained at the centre.  Our communication, 
guidance and resources for families were highly effective and gained international recognition when Mrs 
Dunleavy was asked to speak at the UNESCO World Teacher Day conference in Paris via Zoom in 
October.  What an honour it was for her to showcase on an international stage the work of our Leadership 
Team and our school.  More recently we also received the wonderful news that our school had been named 
among a small number of finalists in the Roger O’Sullivan Award which is a state-wide award that 
recognises excellence in community partnerships and engagement. This recognition was again for the work 
that we did to support families during the COVID-19 lockdown period.  
As we approach the end of this unique year we express heartfelt thanks to our teaching, support and 
ancillary staff for all that they have done for the students in their care and for the school.  For going above 
and beyond, especially during the lockdown period, to ensure our students remained on track with their 
learning and wellbeing.  We also thank Fr Garry and Sr Anne for their unwavering support for our staff, 
students and families again this year.   
We thank all parents for the way in which they worked with us during 2020, especially during the Home 
Learning period.  Mrs Dunleavy always says that when schools and families work together students simply 
do better and we have certainly been able to test and prove that theory this year.  We thank all of our 
parents and carers, from the bottom of our hearts for putting your faith and trust in us, working alongside 
us and for speaking so positively about St Pat’s.  The large number of enrolment enquiries we have received 
over the last few terms is testament to the wonderfully supportive parent community we have. 
And of course we thank our students.  We have been truly amazed and inspired this year to witness your 
perseverance and resilience in the face of such uncertainty and stress.  Throughout the whole COVID-19 
period our students have remained respectful, positive and maintained a hardworking “can do” attitude. 
This year has taught us so much, but one of the things that stands out most is the fact that our little people 
are strong and capable of tackling adversity.  We have definitely been reminded this year not to 
underestimate our children in terms of what they can understand, what they can do in good times and bad 
and what they can achieve.  Our students not only managed to survive the Home Learning period, but 
remained committed to their learning.  They were also able to reflect on and appreciate the little things that 
they had once taken for granted - like seeing friends and teachers everyday, or the structure and routine of 
school.  We are proud of our students for so many things, but the way in which they continued to blossom 
and grow academically, and as people, throughout the Home Learning period has been truly astounding. 
 
Farewell!   
Sadly, we bid a sad farewell to Mrs Catherine Williams who has been working 
with us on Mondays this year.  It has been wonderful having Mrs Williams at our 
school sharing her knowledge and experience.  We will miss seeing you each 
week! 
We are also saying a very sad goodbye to Mrs Cathy Wheeler who will be taking leave during 2021 to 
pursue other adventures. Mrs Wheeler truly represents the heart and spirit of St Patrick’s School and her 
not being here next year will be very hard to get used to.  On behalf of the staff and students we extend our 
heartfelt thanks to Mrs Wheeler for her care, concern, work and support.  We thank Mrs Wheeler for 
inspiring all of us to be better teachers and instilling in our students a passion for learning.  
We thank Mrs Wheeler for helping to make St Pat’s the place it is and modelling for everyone what it means 
to live inspired by our founder St Mary of the Cross MacKillop.  We will miss you incredibly Mrs 
Wheeler!  Please come back to visit us...as your absence will most certainly leave a void in our hearts. 
 

Graduation Mass:  A reminder to Yr 6 students that they are to be in full school 
uniform on Tuesday for Graduation Mass. 
 

 
 
Awards and Prizegiving: 
We have had a lovely week acknowledging the achievements of our students this week.  The Infants 
classes had a lovely ceremony on Wednesday where all students were acknowledged for 

 
 
 

 

Tuesday 15th December 2020 
Graduation Mass 

 
Wednesday 16th December 2020 

Year 6 ‘Big Day Out’ 
Last day of Term 4 2020 

 
Thursday 28th January 2021 

Students return to school  – Term 1 
 

Wednesday 10th February 2021 
School Photos 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

CNR. MORT & LITHGOW STREET 
LITHGOW   NSW  2790 
PO BOX 3026 

PRINCIPAL:  MRS RENAE DUNLEAVY 
PHONE:  6351 3719/ 6351 2076 

FAX:  6353 1731 
EMAIL:  stpatslithgow@bth.catholic.edu.au 

WEBSITE:  stpatslithgow.catholic.edu.au 

 

 

DIARY DATES 

 

 

  

Jesse Tree Donation 
Reminder 

Just a reminder that any 
donations for the Jesse Tree 

need to be in by Wednesday.  
 If you are able to donate a gift, 

please wrap and attach the 
appropriate gender and age of 
the child to the outside of the 
wrapped gift.  Children are 

asked to please give their gift to 
the classroom teacher with their 
first name clearly marked. Any 

gift would be greatly 
appreciated! 

 

 

 
Congratulations to Mrs 

Sue Kearns on a wonderful 
career as Principal of St 

Joseph’s Portland. We wish 
you all the best in your 

retirement! 
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WE THE ST PATRICK’S SCHOOL COMMUNITY ACKNOWLEDGE THE WIRADJURI PEOPLE THE 
 ORIGINAL CARETAKERS OF THE LAND ON WHICH OUR SCHOOL IS BUILT. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
CANTEEN ROSTER 

Week 10 - Term 4 2020  

*Please note Canteen will 
be CLOSED in Week 10! 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

FROM THE LEADERSHIP TEAM 

Awards and Prizegiving:  We have had a lovely week acknowledging the  
achievements of our students.  The Infants classes had a lovely ceremony 
 on Wednesday where all students were acknowledged for their hard work and for successfully completing 
the year.  The Primary KLA Awards were also presented on this day.  Teachers selected students from their 
classes, within each KLA to recognise effort and achievement in those particular subject 
areas.  Congratulations to all award recipients.  Even though we had to rearrange our Prizegiving ceremony 
this year to make it COVID safe, we were so pleased to be able to celebrate our major award winners 
yesterday.  The recipients of the major awards are as follows: 
Brian Morris Sports Award: recognises excellence in sports and sportsmanship. This award also 
acknowledges the student/s who have achieved high levels in representative pathways. 
2020 Winners:  Elka Lee and Archie Morris 
Edgell Achievement in Music Award:  recognises a student who excels in all areas of music both during 
lessons and through their participation in our school instrumental groups, musicals and choirs.  
2020 Winner:  Mitchell Scott 
Award for Dramatic Achievement:  recognises a student who has shown a love and passion for Drama 
throughout their schooling and has been an active participant in our school musicals and drama performances. 
2020 Winner:  Glen Okon 
Chess Competition Champion:  Lachlan Cole 
Chess Competition Runner-Up:  Zachary Fitzpatrick 
Citizenship Awards:  recognises students who are exemplary school citizens.  These students 
participate fully in all aspects of school life and involve themselves in extra-curricular activities.  They 
represent the school at community events and wear correct school uniform with pride at all times. 
They follow school rules willingly, are cooperative and treat others with respect at all times.  They also take 
on extra responsibilities and offer to help others when needed. 
2020 Winners:  Harper Dunn and Kyan Campbell 
Sr Rosemary Award:  Like Sr Rosemary, the recipients of this award have a love of life and show genuine 
care and concern for others, and for the environment. 
2020 Winners:  Oscar Wright and Isabelle Youman 
St Joseph the Worker Award:  honours one student who stands out as a hard-working student who is ready 
to help in any situation.  This student demonstrates initiative and is reliable and trustworthy in any situation. 
2020 Winner:  Joshua McManus 
Mary MacKillop Awards: acknowledges students who live by our school motto “Charity and Truth” at all 
times.  These students demonstrate a deep connection to their faith and the teachings of Mary MacKillop, and 
live as Mary did - never seeing a need without trying to do something about it.  
2020 Winners:  William Taouk and Ella Harris 
All-Rounder Awards: recognise two Year 6 students who have achieved at a high level across all areas at 
school -  academic, sporting and extra-curricular.  The recipients must demonstrate the qualities of good 
leaders and be role models for other students, demonstrating exemplary conduct at all times.  An All-Rounder 
approaches every aspect of school life with a positive attitude and strives to perform at their very best at all 
times, in all areas.  
2020 Winners:  Elka Lee and Archie Morris 
Dux Awards:  recognise the academic performance, across all of the Key Learning Areas, of the highest 
achieving students in each of the Year 6 classes.  
2020 Winners:  Winnie Chen (overall winner), Yvette White (6T) and Joshua McManus (6S). 
Consistent Endeavour Award:  recognises a student who has worked towards their very best, always 
putting in maximum effort and striving to achieve in all that they take on.  The recipient is someone who is 
always working hard with a consistent commitment to their learning. 
2020 Winner:  Yvette White 
Ellen McManus Award for Excellence in Mathematics: awarded to a student from Primary and a student 
from Infants who has achieved exceptional results in the area of Mathematics. These students display a love, 
passion and curiosity for Mathematics in all forms. 
2020 Winners:  Logan Kable and Winnie Chen 
 
As we bring this school year to its conclusion, we focus our attention back to Jesus  
and remind ourselves this Christmas of the joy and hope that he brings.  We wish  
everyone a very safe, happy and holy Christmas and a wonderfully restful break. 

Mrs Dunleavy, Mrs Marshall and Miss Toole –  St Pat’s Leadership Team 

 
 

MASS TIMES 
SATURDAY VIGIL 

ST PATRICK’S 
5pm -  (April – September) 
6pm - (October – March) 

SUNDAY 
ST PATRICK’S 

10am 
Children’s Liturgy is held  

during school term. 

ALTAR SERVERS 

FOR THIS WEEK: 

ST PATRICK’S VIGIL 
Contact Presbytery for new details 

SUNDAY 
Contact Presbytery for new details 
Sunday Mass is also available at St Vincent’s 
Portland and Sacred Heart Church 
Wallerawang.  For more details see the Lithgow 
Parish website and the Portland Parish website. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

UNIFORM SHOP 

***OUR UNIFORM SHOP IS 
CURRENTLY CLOSED UNTIL 

FURTHER NOTICE*** 
 Please take advantage of using the 

Uniform Shop order form which can be 
downloaded from our school website 

and sent in to the school via the school 
email:- 

stpatslithgow@bth.catholic.edu.au 
Arrangements can then be made for 
the orders to be filled and collected 

from the front office during school office 
hours. 

 

 

  

MACI COOMBS 

 For being such a helpful student 

and showing initiative. 

 

ZEN RASO - KME 

 For trying so hard in everything 

he does. 

 

 

 

2021 Student 
Leadership Team 

It is our pleasure to announce 
the 2021 Student Leadership 

Team as follows: 
School Captains:   

Joseph Baraz & Jasmin Cole 
MacKillop House Captains:  

 Henry Willis & Marni Thompson 
Tenison House Captains:   

Rasul Trifogli & Maddison Hart 
Joseph House Captains:   

Connor Byrne & Emily Commins 
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