ST PATRICK’S PRIMARY SCHOOL LITHGOW

~PATROL~
“Never see a need without trying to do something about it.”
PRINCIPAL: MRS RENAE DUNLEAVY
PHONE: 6351 3719/ 6351 2076
FAX: 6353 1731

CNR. MORT & LITHGOW STREET
LITHGOW NSW 2790
PO BOX 3026

TERM 1
DIARY DATES
Wednesday 11th March 2020
P&F AGM Meeting – 7pm – All welcome!
Friday 13th March 2020
Cross Country
Tuesday 17th March 2020
St Patrick’s Day Mass – 12.30pm
Wednesday 18th March
Mufti Day & Green Morning Tea?
Thursday 19th March 2020
National Close the Gap Day
Monday 23rd March 2020
Action Against Bullying Day,
Down Syndrome Day & Harmony Day –
**students can wear crazy socks and a touch
of orange in support**
Wednesday 25th March 2020
Polding Swimming
Monday 30th March – Monday 6th April 2020
Life Ed Van Visit
Wednesday 29th April 2020
School Photos

**ATTENTION PARENTS**
Please note the following dates
which have been confirmed as our
Pupil Free Days for 2020:
Friday 22nd May
Friday 5th June
Monday 26th October

EMAIL: stpatslithgow@bth.catholic.edu.au
WEBSITE: stpatslithgow.catholic.edu.au

FROM THE PRINCIPAL
This week we have been celebrating Catholic Schools Week with the theme being Discover the heart of our
Catholic Schools. At the beginning of the week I asked the students and staff to reflect on what is at the heart of
our Catholic School. At our Staff Meeting this week it was also timely that our staff began the process of reflecting
on our Vision and Mission Statements. During this discussion we reflected on and articulated our core purpose.
Common responses throughout this discussion, and indeed throughout the week, have been that St Pat’s is a
place where all in the community are welcome, included and treated with respect and dignity. The way in which
we care for our students and wider community members also sets us apart. The way in which we treat each other
and work together to be the very best school we can be, is also remarkable. The heart of our Catholic School is
the students and the love and respect we show each other every day. I am proud to say that I see this lived out at
St Patrick’s each and every day and I couldn’t be more proud to lead this very special community.
We have engaged in a variety of activities throughout the week. The liturgy and veneration of the Relics of St
Therese was a wonderfully prayerful experience for our whole school and I was extremely impressed with the
reverence shown by all of our students. Mrs Best’s Book Fair has been a huge success and I thank all who have
visited the Library and purchased books this week. Our Liturgy was a beautiful celebration and I thank all of the
parents and family members who visited our classrooms today. Our afternoon tabloid activities were also a great
success. A huge thank you to Miss Toole for organising all of the Catholic Schools Week activities – how lucky we
are to have Miss Toole who always goes above and beyond in all that she does. Mrs Hancock also ensured we
had a lovely Meal Deal today and I thank her for always preparing wonderful meal options for special occasions.
Thank you to the group of parents who came along to hear Dr Sarah McDonagh speak this week about phonics
and reading instruction. Sarah explained how the phonics program works and how it is linked to research on best
practice in reading instruction. The K-2 program focuses on the explicit teaching of phonics, with targeted, in-built
revision, and the use of decodable readers that align with the sounds that the students are learning in class.
These readers set our students up for reading success because they reinforce exactly what the students are
learning in class, unlike levelled readers that often set students up for failure because they are filled with unseen
words that cannot be decoded, nor are they linked to what is being taught in class. Sarah also explained to
parents that we should disregard the “levels” on books as they are arbitrary numbers made up by publishing
companies that do not indicate measurable progressions and, in fact mean nothing. It was wonderful to hear from
Sarah that she is confident that St Pat’s are delivering high-quality, research-based practices in phonics and
reading instruction. Furthermore, Sarah continues to work with teachers to give feedback on their instruction to
ensure that they are delivering the program in the most effective way.
I am hoping that everyone has had a chance to see the article in the Mercury acknowledging our school’s 140th
Birthday which we will continue to celebrate throughout this year. What a wonderful time to be at St Pat’s and to
be sharing in its proud tradition within the Lithgow community.
Mrs Ticehurst, Mrs Dean and our Aboriginal students from Yr 6 attended an Indigenous Writing workshop at
MacKillop College yesterday. Thank you to Mrs Darlene Murdoch for providing this wonderful opportunity. We
look forward to hearing about the workshop.
I remind parents to be vigilant with student attendance and that students are expected to maintain attendance of
90% or more. I encourage parents to make medical appointments and arrange holidays outside of school time to
ensure that our students maintain high attendance percentages. I am required, by law, to look at attendance
percentages and follow-up on any falling below the 80% mark. Parents are also reminded that they are required
to explain all absences as soon as possible. This can be done via a written note or Compass. I also ask parents
to ensure their children are at school on time. Arriving to class late can be very stressful for a student as they
often miss vital information that is relayed in the mornings. If a student is late, parents are required to sign them in
at the Front Office using our Kiosk system. Students are not permitted to sign themselves in at the Front Office –
they must be signed in by a parent or guardian.
Holiness consists simply in doing God’s will and being just what God wants us to be. St Therese of Lisieux.
Mrs Renae Dunleavy

HELP NEEDED
We are in need of parent helpers for our Cross Country next Friday, 13th March. Any help would be very
appreciated! Please send a note in to your child’s classroom teacher or to Mrs Sutherland if you able to
help in any way. Thank you!
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MASS TIMES

AP REPORT
Catholic Schools Week 2020 This week we had a very special week at St Pat’s celebrating Catholic Schools
Week. The theme for this year- “Discover the heart of our Catholic Schools” was very fitting. Each and everyday
we are privileged in our school to be welcomed by such beautiful students- smiling and happy to be here. Our
amazing staff go above and beyond everyday to ensure our school is a caring, nurturing and a loving place to be.
Thank you also to all of the parents and families that support our school in so many different ways.
A huge thank you must go out to Miss Toole who organised all of the wonderful activities for
Catholic Schools Week. We wrapped up our celebrations today with a beautiful liturgy, yummy
lunch and ‘special guests.’ Our children were all so excited to have their families come into the
classrooms to see all of the learning that has been taking place.
St Patrick’s really is a fantastic community to be a part of!

SATURDAY VIGIL
ST PATRICK’S
5pm - (April – September)
6pm - (October – March)
SUNDAY
ST PATRICK’S
10am
Children’s Liturgy is held during school term.
ALTAR SERVERS
FOR THIS WEEK:

School Wide Positive Behaviour for Learning (SPB4L) Our classroom expectations are very important because
they create a safe, settled and calm learning environment for everyone.

ST PATRICK’S VIGIL

Be Safe
*Play in areas that are safe
*Play by the rules
*Be mindful of others
*Use equipment correctly

Be Respectful

Be Responsible

*Use good manners
*Use kind words and actions
*Always tell the truth
*Speak calmly and listen carefully
*Do your best work

*Take care of your belongings
*Return things that you borrow
*Put your rubbish in the bin
*Get your work done

Life Education Van Visit We will be having a visit from Healthy Harold and the Life Education Van again this
year. The van will be at our school during week 10 and during this time each class will have the opportunity to
visit. During their visit students will participate in age appropriate lessons based around healthy lifestyle choices.
The cost for this visit is included in your child’s school fees. Therefore when permission notes are returned to your
child’s classroom teacher, no money is required.
Mrs Lyndal Marshall

Have a lovely weekend!

FROM THE REC
Monday Morning Prayer: Thank you to the parents that joined us this week. Please
join us next Monday 9th March in the assembly area as Year 2 lead us in prayer.
Catholic Schools Week: Thank you to everyone that joined in our Catholic Schools’ Week celebrations.
Thank you to Mrs Scott for leading our school choir in performances at the Coles Plaza and Cooinda and
Tanderra Nursing Homes. Thank you also to Mrs Best for organizing and running her wonderful book fair.
Thank you to Mrs Hancock for her work in preparing the meal deal for the students.
Confirmation Meeting and Enrolment Masses: Thank you to the parents who attended our Confirmation
meeting on Tuesday night. A friendly reminder that the enrolment Masses for our Year 6 Confirmation
candidates will be this Saturday at 6pm and Sunday at 10am. If you were unable to attend the meeting
and you wish for your child to make their Confirmation, please contact me ASAP.
St Patrick’s Celebration Mass and shared morning tea: Our St Patrick’s Celebration Mass will be held on
Tuesday 17th March at 12:30pm. We encourage families to come along and join in the celebration of our
Patron Saint.
Miss Cassie Toole

Cailin Houlison-Case

SUNDAY
Ollyvar Baker, Isabella Wright, Breanna Starkey
Sunday Mass is also available at St Vincent’s
Portland and Sacred Heart Church Wallerawang.
For more details see the Lithgow Parish website
and the Portland Parish website.

UNIFORM SHOP
Our Uniform Shop is located in the
old canteen and is operated by
volunteers for which we are very grateful.
Days and times shop open are:

Monday – 2.30pm – 3.05pm
Tuesday – 8.40am – 9.30am
Friday – 2.30pm – 3.05pm
Please take advantage of using the Uniform Shop
order form which can be downloaded from our
website and sent in to the school. Orders can then
be filled and sent home with students.

EASTERN REGION
SWIMMING CARNIVAL
23 students represented St Patrick’s
School in Cowra today at the Eastern
Region Swimming Carnival. All students
represented St Patrick’s with pride,
showing great sportsmanship and this
was also reflected in their exceptional
results - with many students breaking
PBs. A special mention to Elka Lee who
was awarded Senior Girl Champion! A big
thank you to all the parents and families
who had an early start to travel to Cowra
to support their children. Mrs McManus &
Miss Farrugia had a blast!

YOUNG LEADERS DAY
On Monday 2nd March our leaders travelled to
Sydney to participate in the Young Leaders
Day. They listened to a variety of inspirational
people and how they become leaders in their
chosen careers. Guest speakers on the day
were Erin Molan, Rove McManus, Bianca
Chatfield and John Coutis. Our leaders had a
wonderful day and represented St Patrick’s with
pride.

Canteen Thanks
Thank you to Amy Fittler, Carissa Wong &
Kellie Clarke for all you wonderful help with
our Catholic Schools Week Meal Deal today.
It was very appreciated!
Mrs Tina Hancock

ISABELLA KABLE - KO

ISABELLE YOUMAN – 6T

For her lovely manners on bus lines.

For the maturity she displays and
her leadership qualities.

CANTEEN ROSTER
Week 7 - Term 1 2020
Wednesday:
Thursday: J. Kable
Friday: C. Wong

WE THE ST PATRICK’S SCHOOL COMMUNITY ACKNOWLEDGE THE WIRADJURI PEOPLE THE
ORIGINAL CARETAKERS OF THE LAND ON WHICH OUR SCHOOL IS BUILT.

