ST PATRICK’S PRIMARY SCHOOL LITHGOW

~PATROL~
“Never see a need without trying to do something about it.”
PRINCIPAL: MRS RENAE DUNLEAVY
PHONE: 6351 3719/ 6351 2076
FAX: 6353 1731

CNR. MORT & LITHGOW STREET
LITHGOW NSW 2790
PO BOX 3026

EMAIL: stpatslithgow@bth.catholic.edu.au
WEBSITE: stpatslithgow.catholic.edu.au

TERM 1
DIARY DATES
Wednesday 26th February 2020
Ash Wednesday Mass – 9.30am
Tuesday 3rd March 2020
St Therese Relics Liturgy – 1.40pm - Church
Confirmation Parent Meeting – 7pm –
Church
Friday 6th March 2020
Catholic Schools Week Liturgy – 12 noon –
St Mary of the Cross Hall
Wednesday 11th March 2020
P&F AGM Meeting – 7pm – All welcome!
13th

Friday
March 2020
Cross Country
Tuesday 17th March 2020
St Patrick’s Day Mass – 12.30pm
Wednesday 25th March 2020
Polding Swimming
Monday

30th

March – Monday
Life Ed Van Visit

6th

April 2020

Wednesday 29th April 2020
School Photos

Sincere Sympathy
We extend our deepest condolences to
Noah (4s), Thomas (KO) & Lucas Kable
(KME) and family on the passing of their
great grandfather, Ray Young.
Our thoughts and prayers are also with
Mrs Emma Dennis (OSHC Coordinator)
on the sad passing of her father.
May they rest in peace.

FROM THE PRINCIPAL
This week we had our new Schools’ Consultant, Mr Warren Loy, visit our school. Mr Loy has many years of experience as
Principal of various large primary schools in Sydney, as well as consultancy work within the Sydney Diocese. Mr Loy took the
time to talk to our students on the playground, as well as meet all of our staff. We look forward to working with Mr Loy and feel
blessed to have someone with such a depth of experience involved in our school.
As you are aware, our School Review is scheduled to be held in Week 10 of this term (Tuesday 31 st March and Wednesday 1st
April). During the lead up to the review consultants from CEDB come to the school to work through “checklists”, citing various
documentation within key areas of school management, including the areas of Special Needs, WHS, Aboriginal Education, Child
Protection and ICT. Over the last two weeks we have had Mrs Diana Scullard looking at how we provide for our students with
additional needs, as well as Claudette Andrie, who oversees child protection or ‘safeguarding’. The feedback we received was
very positive in both areas. Claudette was particularly impressed with the stringent processes we have in place to ensure
WWCC numbers are current and that volunteers are carefully registered. Ensuring a safe school environment is our top priority
so we were very pleased to get such positive feedback in this area. The Diocese of Bathurst is also very committed to
safeguarding our children. If parents ever have any questions or wish to raise any concerns around safeguarding they are
always able to contact the following Safeguarding Officers:
Safeguarding Officer (Parishes): 0263346400 Safeguarding Officer (Education): 0263383000
As part of the School Review onsite visit, a Parent Focus Group will be formed. We will be looking to form this Parent Focus
Group over the next few weeks in the lead up to the review and very much look forward to establishing a diverse parent focus
group who can work in partnership with the Leadership Team and parent community during the School Review and beyond.
Teachers will be handing in their Class Programs next week for the Leadership Team to review. This process ensures that all
programs are compliant in terms of NESA (NSW Education Standards Authority) requirements. Teacher programs will also be
evaluated by the CEDB Curriculum Review Team during the School Review and will also be viewed by visiting inspectors from
NESA. NESA only visit certain schools and the selection is random. We look forward to all of the feedback we will receive
around Class Programs this term and welcome the opportunity to celebrate our strengths and plan for further improvement.
Thank you once again teachers and parents for taking the time to engage in Parent Teacher Interviews. The interviews have
been very worthwhile and I encourage parents and teachers to keep those lines of positive communication open. Please
remember when communicating that we use forums that are appropriate and sanctioned by the school. Parents are always free
to phone the school, send an email to the stpatslithgow email address, send in notes, write in student diaries or message via
Class Dojo. Our Facebook Page has a message function, however this is not the quickest way to get a response. I ask that
parents refrain from contacting teaching staff using personal social media platforms, such as Facebook Messenger, as these are
personal platforms that are not school sanctioned.
Please note the following points regarding afternoon pick up:
 If you are waiting for your child in the Coles Carpark, please meet them on the path – we will be discouraging children from
waiting in or walking through that area where there are all of the exposed tree roots.
 Please remember that there is also the Top Gate Walkers line. Parents can use the Woolworths Carpark or the carpark
behind the Police Station, and meet their child on the Church corner.
 Please do not enter through the Front Gates or glass door at pick up time – we encourage all parents to use either the
Coles Carpark, Woolworths Carpark or the carpark behind the Police Station.
Congratulations to all those swimmers who represented our school at the Eastern Region Carnival in Cowra yesterday and to
our AFL stars on your performance at the Paul Kelly Cup! Thank you Mrs McManus for organising the AFL, as well as the
swimming; and to Miss Farrugia for all of the work you have done, and will continue to do, in organising the representative
swimming.
Mrs Renae Dunleavy

FROM THE REC
St Patrick’s Monday Morning Prayer: Thank you to Miss Farrugia and Year 5 who led us in prayer this week. Please join us next Monday as Year 4 lead
us in our Morning Prayer Service in the Assembly area.

Ash Wednesday Mass: Ash Wednesday Mass will be held next Wednesday 26th February at 9.30am. This Mass signifies the beginning of Lent which is a very special time in our liturgical
calendar. Please note there will be no meat available at the Canteen on this day.
Project Compassion: In this year’s Project Compassion, Caritas Australia focuses on ‘Going Further Together.’ Project Compassion 2020 shows the many ways they work around the
world with other local partners to offer hope to the people most vulnerable to extreme poverty and injustice, through a holistic approach which concentrates on their social, economic
and spiritual development. Students have all received a project compassion box to take home today, Caritas continues to do so much for others and we thank you for your continued
support of this very worthy organisation. For more information please visit https://lent.caritas.org.au. Our School Captains and Mrs Dunleavy will represent our school on Tuesday at
the launch of Mission Mass which will be celebrated by Bishop McKenna at St Joseph’s School Portland at 10.30am – members of the community are invited to attend.

Confirmation Parent Meeting: Any Year 6 parent wishing for their child to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation will need to attend the Parent Meeting which will be held on Tuesday 3rd
March at 7pm in the Church. Please note the change of time.
Miss Cassie Toole
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AP REPORT
School Wide Positive Behaviour for Learning (SPB4L): Our classroom expectations are very
important because they create a safe, settled and calm learning environment for everyone.
Be Safe

Be Respectful

*Play in areas that are safe
*Play by the rules
*Be mindful of others
*Use equipment correctly

*Use good manners
*Use kind words and actions
*Always tell the truth
*Speak calmly and listen carefully
*Do your best work

Be Responsible
*Take care of your belongings
*Return things that you borrow
*Put your rubbish in the bin
*Get your work done

SATURDAY VIGIL
ST PATRICK’S
5pm - (April – September)
6pm - (October – March)
SUNDAY
ST PATRICK’S
10am
Children’s Liturgy is held during school term.
ALTAR SERVERS
FOR THIS WEEK:

ST PATRICK’S VIGIL
Volunteers needed
Parent Teacher Interviews: Thank you again to all of the families who made time to come and speak to their
child’s teacher during the last two weeks. It is always a lovely time of the year for our staff to get to know the
families of our students and find out just a little bit more about them. At St Patrick’s School we value the
relationship between school and home and know that if there is a strong relationship between the two the
educational journey of our students will be a happy and successful one.
From the classrooms: All of our classes have been super busy again this week. There is plenty of new learning
taking place all over our school. Here is a sneak peek inside the Kinder room during a Mathematics lesson. The
children were learning about numbers and 2D shapes:

SUNDAY
Eliza Platts, Serena Ma, Josie Brown
Sunday Mass is also available at St Vincent’s
Portland and Sacred Heart Church Wallerawang.
For more details see the Lithgow Parish website
and the Portland Parish website.

UNIFORM SHOP
Our Uniform Shop is located in the
old canteen and is operated by
volunteers for which we are very grateful.
Days and times shop open are:

Monday – 2.30pm – 3.05pm
Tuesday – 8.40am – 9.30am
Friday – 2.30pm – 3.05pm

Mrs Lyndal Marshall

Please take advantage of using the Uniform Shop
order form which can be downloaded from our
website and sent in to the school. Orders can
then be filled and sent home with students.

Learning to Read at St Patrick’s School, Lithgow
Afternoon with Dr Sarah McDonagh
When: Monday 2nd March
Time: 3:20pm
Where: St Patrick’s School Library
We warmly invite our St Patrick’s families to join us for this very valuable workshop.
~Supervision for your children will be provided during this time~

AFL SPORTS NEWS
Last Wednesday, 19th February, our senior boys team travelled to
Bathurst to compete in the AFL Paul Kelly Cup. The team played
exceptionally well against some great opposition, playing four
games throughout the day in very warm conditions. All students
showed excellent sportsmanship and really improved their skills as
the day progressed. The children’s behaviour and team spirit was
outstanding and many of the other schools commented on this. The
boys had two big wins in the first two rounds against Bathurst West
Public School and Assumption but were defeated by Cathedral and
Bathurst Public School. It is also worth mentioning that at the
conclusion of the day five boys nominated to play with another
school as they were short of players. Developmental officers from
the AFL were very impressed with the boys’ skills and were
impressed with the improvement they made in each game. A big
thank you goes to the parents who travelled up to Bathurst so the
children could play on the day. I know Mr Matheson would be very
impressed with our results. I’m counting down to next year’s Paul
Kelly Cup.
Mrs Donette McManus

This week we welcome to our
school Charlotte Burrett who
has joined KME.
A big warm welcome to
St Patrick’s School Community!

Ash Wednesday
Canteen Menu
Fish Fingers – 70c each
Fish Burger - $4.00
Baked Potatoes - $2.50
(add 50c for each additional topping)
(Coleslaw, carrot, cheese, sour cream)
Remember there will be NO meat available
on this day!

Mrs Tina Hancock

ABIGAIL LONG – 6T

NOAH KABLE – 4S

For always being patient and
tolerant and for always working
well in all areas.

For taking on extra responsibility
and for being a great big brother on
walking lines.

CANTEEN ROSTER
Week 5- Term 1 2020
Wednesday: S. Byrne
Thursday: M. Haynes
Friday: A. Fittler

WE THE ST PATRICK’S SCHOOL COMMUNITY ACKNOWLEDGE THE WIRADJURI PEOPLE THE
ORIGINAL CARETAKERS OF THE LAND ON WHICH OUR SCHOOL IS BUILT.

