ST PATRICK’S PRIMARY SCHOOL LITHGOW

~PATROL~
“Never see a need without trying to do something about it.”
PRINCIPAL: MRS RENAE DUNLEAVY
PHONE: 6351 3719/ 6351 2076
FAX: 6353 1731

CNR. MORT & LITHGOW STREET
LITHGOW NSW 2790
PO BOX 3026

TERM 1 & term 2
DIARY DATES
Monday 23rd March 2020
Down Syndrome Day & Harmony Day –
**students can wear crazy socks and a
touch of orange in support**
Thursday 9th April 2020
Last day of Term 1
TERM 2
Monday 27th April 2020
Term 2 resumes
Wednesday 29th April 2020
School Photos
Monday 25th May – Thursday 4th June
Kindergarten 2021 Enrolment Week

EMAIL: stpatslithgow@bth.catholic.edu.au
WEBSITE: stpatslithgow.catholic.edu.au

FROM THE LEADERSHIP TEAM
As we reach the end of an unprecedented week we would like to congratulate staff, students
and families for their calm and sensible approach to the events that have unfolded over the last
few weeks. We also thank Mrs Christina Trimble, our Executive Director, for her leadership.
She has kept us well-informed and that, in turn, has meant that we have been able to keep
families, staff and students updated. We all find ourselves in unchartered waters and COVID19 will certainly have an impact on the entirety of 2020.
We endeavour to take a very proactive approach and keep everyone well-informed as
information comes to us. At the same time we are implementing distancing measures, handwashing practices, additional cleaning and have installed hand sanitiser dispensers in all
classrooms - thank you Mrs Roberts for sourcing these and to Mr Jackson for installing them.
We are aware that many parents have questions about school closures and the answer is that
we simply don’t know if or when this will happen. Our Director has advised that after the Prime
Minister’s announcement on Thursday that all schools are to remain open, we will be following
this directive until informed otherwise. Parents of course, can use their discretion as to whether
they choose to send their children to school during this time. We ask that you review the below
information that was sent out via Compass on Wednesday:
If you are keeping your child at home:
Parents who are choosing to keep their children home during this time are advised that the
school is not able to provide learning plans for these students whilst the school is operational. It
is recommended that parents allow the students to access Mathletics, Studyladder and any
other online learning platforms that their teachers have set them up with. It is also
recommended that these children continue daily reading and writing whilst at home. Other
activities may include research, special interest projects, art and physical activity. Parents are
reminded that students should be fully supervised when using technology and the internet.
Please remember that these days still need to be explained via Compass as absences.
We ask that when parents are explaining absences that they provide sufficient detail around
the absence. Clicking “other explained absence” on Compass without any further explanation
is not adequate. The Principal has to “accept” the explanation and if a sufficient explanation is
not supplied then it can be marked as “unexplained”.
In the event of a closure:

**ATTENTION PARENTS**
Please note the following dates
which have been confirmed as
our Pupil Free Days for 2020:
Friday 22nd May
Friday 5th June &
Monday 26th October

BABY NEWS
Congratulations to Franco Curtale
(5F) and family of the safe
arrival of his new baby sister who
has been named Maddalena.

Term 1

In the event of a closure, we would like to reassure parents that our teachers will be prepared
to provide “at home” learning via Google Classroom. We ask that parents ensure that they can
assist their children in logging into their student email accounts as this will be important.
Teachers will also ensure that email login details are sent home with students.
We realise that not all families have access to devices and the internet and we will also be
taking that into consideration in our preparations.
Information on Schools from NSW Health can be found at
https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/Infectious/diseases/Pages/covid-19-schools.aspx
Parents are reminded that they should not send their children to school if they are displaying
flu-like symptoms and that community members should avoid the school if unwell. Parents also
need to inform the school immediately if any of their children or other family member have come
into contact with anyone who may have been diagnosed with COVID-19.
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FROM THE LEADERSHIP TEAM
Correspondence has gone out via Compass and our Facebook Page regarding all event
postponements and cancellations. See below for the latest updates on events:
ANZAC Day march - cancelled
Life Ed Van - postponed
Coolah Cross Country - cancelled
National Day of Action Against Bullying and Violence - postponed
Holy Week Stations of the Cross - cancelled
The Sacrament of Confirmation – postponed
Yr 6 Egyptian Day - feast and parade cancelled but students can still dress up
Assemblies and Masses - cancelled until further notice
Assemblies and Masses - cancelled until further notice
Polding and NSWCCC sports - basically all suspended. Any parents who have paid online
registration fees will be refunded
We remind parents to be critical when navigating the huge amount of information that is out
there on social media and the internet regarding the virus. We must also model this for our
children - to be conscious of not “buying into” sensationalist media reports and ensuring that
we “fact check” the information source. NSW Health is an excellent source of accurate
information https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/Infectious/diseases/Pages/coronavirus.aspx, as is
Catholic Schools NSW https://www.csnsw.catholic.edu.au/.
On the bright side, we feel that this is an excellent opportunity for us to really concentrate on
quality teaching and learning with minimal interruptions. It is also an opportunity for us to
model for our children how we respond to uncertainty. This is not a time for panic, but a time
for us all to follow the recommendations sensibly and respectfully. A time where we can show
our children that when faced with adversity we can do so with a sense of unity and resilience.
I also encourage everyone to support our local businesses to ensure that our local economy
can continue to thrive.
We pray for all medical professionals who are working to find treatments for COVID-19 and
the doctors and nurses who are working in high-risk environments. We pray for all affected by
the virus and that they recover quickly. We pray for all whose employment may be affected
by this pandemic, that they receive the support that they need. We pray for our school
community - staff, students and families - that we can continue to work together to ensure we
continue to learn and grow with Jesus as our guide.

SATURDAY VIGIL
ST PATRICK’S
5pm - (April – September)
6pm - (October – March)
SUNDAY
ST PATRICK’S
10am
Children’s Liturgy is held during school term.
ALTAR SERVERS
FOR THIS WEEK:

ST PATRICK’S VIGIL
Volunteers needed

SUNDAY
Eliza Platts, Serena Ma, Josie Brown
Sunday Mass is also available at St Vincent’s
Portland and Sacred Heart Church Wallerawang.
For more details see the Lithgow Parish website
and the Portland Parish website.
See letter shared on Compass from Bishop
McKenna for any changes to Mass procedures.

UNIFORM SHOP
Our Uniform Shop is located in the
old canteen and is operated by
volunteers for which we are very grateful.
Days and times shop open are:

Monday – 2.30pm – 3.05pm
Tuesday – 8.40am – 9.30am
Friday – 2.30pm – 3.05pm
Please take advantage of using the Uniform Shop
order form which can be downloaded from our
website and sent in to the school. Orders can then
be filled and sent home with students.

Mrs Dunleavy, Mrs Marshall and Miss Toole
St Patrick’s School Leadership Team

REMINDER
Down Syndrome Day & Harmony Day –
Monday 23rd March 2020
**students can wear crazy socks and a touch
of orange in support**

MEET THE ‘HYGIENE TEAM’
Congratulations to Boutras Taouk, Vann Cutler,
Rory Case & Keenan Shepherd for taking the
initiative to form our school “Hygiene Team” who
met with Mrs Dunleavy and worked on an
“information script” about hand washing. The
team visited classrooms this week to raise

awareness.

HANNAH EDGELL – 2B

ADDISON HUTCHISON – 3HD

For her lovely manners and
beautiful smile when greeting
teachers.

For the care and interest she shows
when interacting with others.

CANTEEN NEWS
Parents please note when ordering
from the Canteen that there are no
chicken nuggets or chocolate milk
available for the rest of this term.
Thank you for your patience and
understanding.
Mrs Hancock

CANTEEN ROSTER
Week 9 - Term 1 2020
Wednesday: S. Byrne
Thursday: M. Haynes
Friday: A. Fittler

WE THE ST PATRICK’S SCHOOL COMMUNITY ACKNOWLEDGE THE WIRADJURI PEOPLE THE
ORIGINAL CARETAKERS OF THE LAND ON WHICH OUR SCHOOL IS BUILT.

