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“Never see a need without trying to do something about it.” 
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PHONE:  6351 3719/ 6351 2076 
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL 

What a wonderful start we have had to the year here at St Patrick’s School.  Our students have  
started off beautifully settled.  I have visited classrooms during this week and it is obvious that our commitment to establishing 
solid routines and expectations in the classroom is a significant priority for us.  Our Student Engagement Project will continue 
this year with the whole school community focused on creating the conditions for quality student engagement that will result in 
high levels of learning for all. 
 
We have also welcomed two gorgeous Kindergarten classes and are extremely pleased with how they have settled into “big 
school”.  What an exciting adventure for students and parents alike.  Welcome to all of our new Kinder parents – we look 
forward to sharing the next seven years with you! We have also welcomed seven new students into other grades:  Bowen and  
Logan Deveigne, Skye and Luke Worswick, Dempsey Grant, Adam and Rasul Trifogli and Anastasia Harris. 
I extend a heartfelt welcome to all of our new students and families and thank them for choosing St Patrick’s.   
 
We also welcomed Mrs Catherine Williams who will be providing PLC release on Mondays.  Mrs Williams is a very experienced 
teacher who actually started her career at St Pat’s – it is lovely to have her back.  We also welcomed Mrs Rebekah Sheather 
who will be doing some Teacher Assistant work with us throughout Terms 1 and 2.   
 
Term 1 is already shaping up to be a very busy one.  In amongst all of the upcoming events – Swimming Carnival, Catholic 
Schools Week, St Patrick’s Day, just to name a few – we will be preparing for our School Review.  School Reviews occur every 
5 years and are an opportunity for us to receive feedback from the CEDB and parent community about our school.  The Review 
will also involve a visit from NESA (NSW Education Standards Authority) reviewers who will be giving feedback on curriculum, 
matters of compliance and our processes.  This is a unique opportunity for us to get excellent direction on areas for 
improvement, as well as the feedback on the things that we are doing well.  Parents will also be asked to give feedback on our 
school, so I ask parents to start thinking about some feedback that they may be able to give.  As Principal I am always 
conscious of fostering a strong school improvement agenda and I am very keen to engage in the review process so that our 
wonderful school can become an even better one! 
 

I thank parents for your understanding in the change of date for our Opening Mass.  Unfortunately when the dates for Polding 
Sports came out there was a clash and several of our new Captains and Yr 6 students would have missed the Mass due to 
representing at Polding.  Juggling dates in schools can be very challenging at times! 
 
As we begin this new school year’ I remind parents to be very vigilant when it comes to student attendance.  Legislation 
requires that students maintain 90% attendance (equating to 10 days absent per term).  Anything under 90% is classified as 
chronic absenteeism and as Principal I am required, by law, to follow steps in improving that child’s attendance. Attendance 
that falls below 80% is classified as educational negligence.  Improving attendance is one of our goals this year and I ask 
parents to work with us as a school community to achieve excellence in student attendance.  We will be acknowledging 
students who achieve 100% attendance at the end of each term, as well as the classes who achieve 100% attendance 
regularly.  I also remind parents to communicate regularly with their child’s teacher and do not hesitate to make an appointment 
if you have any concerns – it is always better to address issues immediately.  I also remind parents to talk to the teachers about 
the good things they notice as well – teaching is a tough job and hearing positive feedback from parents can provide teachers 
with a real boost! 
 
To say that I’m excited about the year ahead at St Pat’s is an understatement.  The staff worked really hard during Term 3 and 
4 last year on collaborative planning and goal setting for this year and we are certainly ready to move forward with our plans for 
improvement.  Here’s to a wonderful year ahead! 

   Mrs Renae Dunleavy   

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday 5th February 2020 
Opening School Mass at 12 noon  

(note change of date and time) 
 

Friday 7th February 2020 
Pre-kinder 2020 attend from 9am- 12pm 

School Swimming Carnival 
 

Wednesday 19th February 2020 
AFL Paul Kelly Cup 

 
Thursday 20th February 2020 

Eastern Region Swimming Carnival 
 

Wednesday 26th February 2020 
Ash Wednesday Mass – 9.30am 

 
Tuesday 3rd March 2020 

Confirmation Parent Meeting – 6pm – 
Church 

 
Friday 6th March 2020 

Catholic Schools Week Liturgy – 12 noon 
– St Mary of the Cross Hall 

 
Friday 13th March 2020 

Cross Country 
 

Tuesday 17th March 2020 
St Patrick’s Day Mass – 12.30pm 

 
Wednesday 25th March 2020 

Polding Swimming 
 

Monday 30th March – Monday 6th April 
2020 

Life Ed Van Visit 
 

Wednesday 29th April 2020 
School Photos 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

TERM 1 
DIARY DATES 

FROM THE REC 
Welcome:- A warm welcome back to all of our St Patrick’s School Community for 2020. I hope that you all had a wonderful holiday.  
I am looking forward to 2020 and we already have some exciting school events in the calendar. 
 
Opening School Mass:- Our Opening School Mass will be held next week (Week 2) on Wednesday 5th February at 12 noon in the Church. All families and 
friends are welcome to join us. Our School Captains will be inducted and our Year 6 leaders will receive their ‘School Leaders’ badge. This will also be a 
special Mass for Kindergarten as it will be the first time they join us in Church as students in our school. 
 
Ash Wednesday Mass:- Ash Wednesday Mass will be held on Wednesday 26th February at 9:30am. This Mass signifies the beginning of Lent which is a very 

special time in our liturgical calendar. Please note that there will be no meat available at the Canteen on this day. 

 

Confirmation Parent Meeting:- Any Year 6 parent wishing for their child to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation will need to attend the Parent Meeting 

which will be held on Tuesday 3rd March at 6pm in the Church. Please save this date in your calendar.      Miss Cassie Toole 
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WE THE ST PATRICK’S SCHOOL COMMUNITY ACKNOWLEDGE THE WIRADJURI PEOPLE THE 
 ORIGINAL CARETAKERS OF THE LAND ON WHICH OUR SCHOOL IS BUILT. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AP REPORT 

Welcome back to St Patrick’s for 2020!  
 
It was lovely to welcome back both our wonderful St Pat’s staff and beautiful students this week. 
We are all looking forward to a great year ahead. All of our students have settled in well this 
week and every classroom has been busy engaging in their learning already. We have welcomed 
many new students to our school community, including our beautiful Kindergarten students. It 
has been an absolute pleasure to meet our Kinders and their families. Mrs Edgell, Mrs O’Regan 
and myself have been thrilled with how well they have all settled into ‘big school.’ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

School Wide Positive Behaviour for Learning (SPB4L):    
We will continue our SPB4L work this year. As a school we all work very hard to  
ensure that we are following our expectations to ensure we are SAFE, RESPECTFUL  
and RESPONSIBLE at all times.  

Student Information Notes:  

Each student will be coming home with very important notes this afternoon. The information 
that you supply on these notes ensures that everyone is well aware of all arrangements made by 
our families for their children in the event of an emergency or change to routine. Please fill these 
notes in and return to your child’s classroom teacher by Monday 3rd February. 

What a great first week!!                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
Mrs Lyndal Marshall     

 

MASS TIMES 
SATURDAY VIGIL 

ST PATRICK’S 
5pm -  (April – September) 
6pm - (October – March) 

SUNDAY 
ST PATRICK’S 

10am 
Children’s Liturgy is held during school term. 

ALTAR SERVERS 

FOR THIS WEEK: 

ST PATRICK’S VIGIL 
Blake Livingstone, Ella Livingstone 

SUNDAY 
Abbey Reid 
Sunday Mass is also available at St Vincent’s 
Portland and Sacred Heart Church Wallerawang.  
For more details see the Lithgow Parish website 
and the Portland Parish website. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

CANTEEN ROSTER 

Week 2 - Term 1 2020  
Wednesday:   M. Haynes  
Thursday:  K. Clarke 
Friday:  A. Fittler 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

CANTEEN NEWS  
Welcome back students and 

families.  A big warm welcome to 
our new students and new 

families. 
 

Parents please note that our 
Canteen is closed on Monday and 
Tuesdays.  Our Canteen days for 

2020 are Wednesday, Thursday and 
Fridays. 

 
Lunch wallets are available to 

purchase for $10 from the Uniform 
Shop and are a great way for 

students to order lunch and recess 
orders at the Canteen. 

 
If any parent would like to 

volunteer in the Canteen this year, 
please contact the school.  Any help 

would be very appreciated! 
 

A new pricelist and menu will be 
sent home next week with the 

students. 

Mrs Tina Hancock 
 

UNIFORM SHOP 

Our Uniform Shop is located in the 
 old canteen and is operated by 

 volunteers for which we are very grateful.   
Days and times shop open are: 

Monday – 2.30pm – 3.05pm 
Tuesday – 8.40am – 9.30am 
Friday – 2.30pm – 3.05pm 

Please take advantage of using the Uniform Shop 
order form which can be downloaded from our 
website and sent in to the school.  Orders can 

then be filled and sent home with students. 

 

 

SCHOOL STAFF NEWS 
 

 

 

 

 

  

In the school holidays, I sailed the East Coast of Tasmania on a tall ship: the Young Endeavour. 

I spent 11 days on the ship with 26 other young people, sailing the ship, setting sails and we 

even saw dolphins and whales! It reminded me that even during rough seas and rough times, 

God can make me brave.              Miss Hayley Farrugia 

 

 

 

PRE KINDY 2020 

 

First Day for Pre –Kinder will be next Friday 7th February 2020.  
Children will attend from 9am until 12 noon for the first day only.  
Children stay all day starting from Friday 14th February 2020 
(children attend from 9am – 2.45pm).   
 
Parents are to bring the children and sit on the ‘logs’ in the 
Assembly Area where Mrs Facchina will meet them. 
 
If you have child who will be starting school in 2021 and would 
like them to join our Pre-Kinder class for this year, please 
contact our school office for more information. 

 
 

 

 


